May 16, 2019

but about 20 percent of the current
Federal spending is borrowed. When
you are around $23 trillion in debt, the
idea of providing generous public bene-
fits to people who are not citizens is
preposterous.

Secondly, insofar as efforts are made
to increase our citizenship through
things like DACA, we do want to make
sure that we are not collecting immi-
grants who are eventually, themselves,
going to become a public charge or
coming here because of our generosity
rather than the opportunities that
take place for people who work hard.

I have introduced legislation which
will say that any local unit of govern-
ment that gives benefits to people who
are not citizens will lose its ability to
give those benefits, because we have to
crack down on this. Otherwise, the fu-
ture generations of Americans will no
longer be like past generations who
came here to take advantage of the op-
portunity to get through hard work,
but we will begin to get some people
here who will take advantage of the op-
portunities that are available from
government benefits.

I hope President Trump, as he con-
tinues to discuss this immigration sit-
uation, talks about this.

The third thing I think he should
talk about, and something that I don’t
think the mainstream media has high-
lighted enough, is what we are going to
be spending money on in the next budg-
et.

So the viewers back home are aware,
when we pass our annual spending
bills, we break it into 12 separate bills.

Now, right now, as we have 100,000
people a month crossing our border il-
legally, I would say that it is probably
the number one concern for the future
of the United States.

Sadly, the majority party, as they let
us know where their priorities lie, told
us the percentage of increases in each
one of these 12 bills. For example,
Labor and HHS was due for a 6 percent
increase; Defense for a 3 percent in-
crease; State and Foreign Ops, a 5 per-
cent increase; the Legislative Branch, I
think, about a 3 percent increase.
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Who came along in last place at 1
percent? Homeland Security. In other
words, a sign that the least priority in
the next budget should be enforcing
our borders, this at a time where
groups estimate the cost of illegal im-
migration to our country to be between
$50 billion and $100 billion.

Not to mention, when we talk about
the moral fiber of America, which has
kept us going for so long, we begin to
have the next wave of immigrants, who
will become the next wave of Ameri-
cans, whose first action coming to this
country is breaking the law.
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I want to point out that neither I nor
President Trump is anti-immigrant. I
think it is tremendous that every year
in this country we swear in another
700,000 citizens. I think it is wonderful
in this country that we have 4 million
people here on work visas, and it is
possible that number will go up in the
future.

But there is a difference between peo-
ple coming here on work visas; there is
a difference between people going
through the appropriate steps and get-
ting sworn in legally and people who
are crossing the border illegally.

These are three suggestions of things
that I would think would be minimal
requirements before an immigration
compromise is reached.

Again, I emphasize we should get rid
of birth right citizenship. The idea of
people flying here from other countries
or crossing the Rio Grande and saying
“my child automatically becomes a
citizen” must end.

I think the practice of having people
who are here illegally or anybody who
is here who is not a citizen getting pub-
lic benefits—and frequently those pub-
lic benefits, particularly in the area of
healthcare, are superior benefits to
those which the average working
American has. As a matter of fact, fre-
quently, public housing today is supe-
rior to some of the housing that people
who have to pay their own rent can af-
ford. But I hope we step up to the plate
and make sure that, with regard to im-
migration, there are no public benefits.
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And finally, with so many people
flooding across the border, I hope we
aggressively fight the idea that the
least important part of our upcoming
appropriations bills is Homeland Secu-
rity.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. MASSIE (at the request of Mr.
MCcCARTHY) for today on account of at-
tending a U.S. Army Advanced Indi-
vidual Training graduation ceremony.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1208. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
with respect to payments to certain public
safety officers who have become perma-
nently and totally disabled as a result of per-
sonal injuries sustained in the line of duty,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 2379. An act to reauthorize the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program.

—————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 17 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, May 17, 2019, at 9 a.m.
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BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO LEGISLATION

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YARMUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote on
passage, the attached estimate of the costs of H.R. 987, the Strengthening Health Care and Lowering Prescription Drugs
Costs Act, as amended, for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

ESTIMATE OF PAY-AS-YOU-GO EFFECTS FOR H.R. 987, AS AMENDED

By fiscal year, in millions of dollars—
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Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Effects

NET INCREASE OR DECREASE (—) IN THE DEFICIT
0 =79 =177 —167 —38 59

83 195 269 297 454 —403 895

Components may not sum to totals because of rounding.
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